We come together to hear the story that God loves us with a love that surpasses all
understanding; to break the bread of the Eucharist, so that we might be broken as Bread in
service to others; that through our belief in Jesus, we may joyfully go forth knowing that our lives have
purpose and that we will live forever.

St Brendan’s Catholic Church
- 34 Collins Street, Annandale
St Michael’s Catholic Church
- 69 Clarendon Road, Stanmore
Postal Address:
34 Collins Street,
Annandale 2038
Parish Office Hours
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
8:30am to 3.00pm

Email: admin@stbrendan.org.au
Website: ww.stbrendan.org.au

St Michael’s School
Principal: Mrs Allison Travers
Telephone: 9569 7479

Mass Times This Week
St Brendan’s:
Wednesday - No Mass
Thursday - No Mass
Friday
- No Mass
Sunday
- 9.30am
St Michael:
Saturday
- 5.30pm
Baptism Bookings
Baptisms will be held only at St
Brendan’s till further notice every
third Sunday of the month at
11.00am. Please contact the parish
for all Baptism enquiries.
Marriage
By appointment only.
Six months notice required.
Rosary: Recited every Sunday
for the month May at 9:10am,
before Mass.

REFLECTION
A good marriage is a grand
thing. In spite of living in two
bodies, in spite of differences
of opinion, in spite of clashes
of personality, there seems to
be a single spirit flowing
between two people. Even if
separated by the world, they
remain with, they abide in each other.
I can think of no better sign of our relationship with Jesus. We know that
whatever we do, or where we are, his desire is to remain in us. We know the
depths to which he desired to remain with us: he embraced our human
condition in its sinfulness, suffered the consequences and continues to love us in
his risen life. We have only to accept his love. But by accepting his love, our lives will
be transformed. Two people in love inevitably transform each other. Respect and
affection make them attentive to each other’s needs and desires. Love prunes them
to accommodate each other and foster growth in the other. As we respond to
Jesus’ love, we listen to his words and, simply by being attentive, our pruning
begins: we become shaped to the person of Jesus. This pruning does not diminish
us, rather our truest nature is revealed and we become a living expression of the
love of God in our world.

Loving God, you seek to enfold us with the love that you revealed in Jesus. May we
open ourselves to the life-giving sap of your love as a branch feeds from the vine in
which it grows. We ask this in his name, confident that you will hear us.
CWF MAY PARISH APPEAL
The final appeal for the 2020/2021 financial year is being held
this Sunday. This weekend is the CWF appeal which continues
to play an important role in providing social, pastoral,
advocacy and training programs through its 6 agencies. The
CWF is your Catholic charity and we encourage you to give it
your generous support. Couples, families, refugees, migrants, our future priests,
Catholic public school children, the deaf and hearing impaired are just some of the
people you are helping by supporting the CWF. There is so much which can be done
with your donations, so please give generously.
Envelopes are available today and may be placed on the normal parish collections. The
Parish quota for this collection is $5,700 for St Brendan’s and $1,100 for St Michael’s.
Your contribution to the CWF is 100% tax deductible. Please print your name
and address on the envelope if you wish to claim a tax deduction . If you wish to
donate by credit card please include the current expiry date. Without that date
your contribution cannot be processed. Please note that all envelopes need to
be in by the end of May.

Fifth Sunday of Easter , Year B
Entrance Antiphon:
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in
the sight of the nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.
First Reading: Acts 9:26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and
spoke to him on his journey.
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples,
but they were all afraid of him: they could not believe he
was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of
him, introduced him to the apostles, and explained how
the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his
journey, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in
the name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with
them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the
Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and
argued with them, they became determined to kill him.
When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and
sent him off from there to Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria
were now left in peace, building themselves up, living in
the fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the
Holy Spirit.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26
(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
My vows I will pay before those who fear him. The poor
shall eat and shall have their fill. They shall praise the Lord,
those who seek him. May their hearts live for ever and
ever! (R.)
All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord, all
families of the nations worship before him. They shall
worship him, all the mighty of the earth; before him shall
bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)

2 May, 2021
Gospel: Jn 15:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even
more. You are pruned already, by means of the word that I
have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in
you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must remain
part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in
me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from
me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in
me is like a branch that has been thrown away – he
withers; these branches are collected and thrown on the
fire, and they are burnt.
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may
ask what you will and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much
fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’
Communion Antiphon
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty,
alleluia.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses,
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him. They
shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come, declare
his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn: ‘These things the
Lord has done.’ (R.)
Second Reading: 1 Jn 3:18-24
A reading from the first letter of St John
His commandments are these: that we believe and
that we love one another.
My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active; only by this can we be
certain that we are the children of the truth and be able to
quieten our conscience in his presence, whatever
accusations it may raise against us, because God is greater
than our conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by our own
conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s presence, and
whatever we ask him, we shall receive, because we keep
his commandments and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these: that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one another
as he told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives
in God and God lives in him. We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my
branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!

The month of May is referred to as the month of Mary, in
honour of Our Blessed Mother. Catholics all over the
world offer up to Mary, from their hearts, a fervent and
loving homage of prayer and veneration. In an encyclical
written by Pope Paul VI, we are told that “the benefits of
God’s mercy come down to us from [Mary’s] throne in
greater abundance.” Therefore, this is a special month
that will aid us in overcoming obstacles and receiving
strength amid our current trials.

“I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of
praying the Rosary in the month of May.” - Pope Francis
Join us in reciting the Rosary on each Sunday throughout
the month of May, at 9:10 am, before Mass.
May Rosary Roster– St Brendan’s
Leader
Sunday
Neill Francis
Anthony Digges
Paula Ryan
Ira Kowalski
Michael Digges

May 2nd.
May 9th.
May 16th.
May 23rd.
May 30th.

Fifth Sunday of Easter , Year B
FOR YOUR INFORMATION - FR JOHN
Fr John suffered a heart attack last week and had surgery
last Tuesday. He is doing well but, he is still in intensive
care.
If anyone is considering visiting him, we ask not to till he is
back in the ward.
You may send a card if you wish by leaving it in one of the
baskets on the table at the entrance of the church, you
may also drop it in at the parish office.
Please keep Fr John in your prayers.
Please note: there will be no weekday Masses this week.
MOTHERS’ DAY 9 MAY
At St Brendan’s, we will have the usual Shrine of Mary, the
Mother of God, at the front of the church. Parishioners are
encouraged to honour their mother by placing a flower
and/or a card on the Shrine. This may be done before the
9.30am Mass. At Mass there will be a special blessing for
our parish mothers.

CRAFT GROUP - New participants welcome
The parish craft group meets between 2pm and 4pm on the
first Saturday of each month in the old laundry behind the
convent building next to the Church on Collins Street. The
group mixes its time producing craft items for parish stalls
and projects and on members own individual craft projects.
New members are always welcome. Regardless of your skill
level just come along and bring your latest craft project.
If you aren’t able to make the monthly meetings but would
like to produce craft items towards Parish initiatives the
groups would welcome any contributions you would like to
make – beanies and scarves are always popular.
Contact Cathie Edlington - phone 0402384168
RETREAT MORNING WITH THE FRATERNAS
Saturday 8 May at St Michael’s Stanmore.
Join us for a morning of prayer and reflection on St Joseph.
10am - Morning tea (community house)
10.30am - Rosary
11am - Reflection
12pm - Adoration and confession (St Michael’s church)
1pm - Lunch.
EMMANUEL PENTECOST RETREAT
- Saturday 22nd-Sunday 23rd May 2021
The Emmanuel Community in Sydney welcomes you to join
us for our Pentecost Retreat in 2021! The theme is "Be
Filled", inspired by Acts 13:52. This retreat is an open
event for all aged over 18 and is designed to enflame our
hearts and receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, just as
the apostles and Mary did at the first Pentecost.
Location: Mount Carmel Retreat Centre in Varroville
247 St Andrews Road, Varroville, NSW 2566
Cost: $130 Adults or $100 Students – including all meals
and twin share accommodation.
Registration is now open. Book by clicking on the link
belowhttps://www.trybooking.com/BQOMO
For more information please
email emmanuelsydevents@gmail.com
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK It is important to
keep track of when your Working With Children Check is
coming up to Expiry. If you got your Working with
Children Check (WWCC) in 2016 it could be time to
renew. You can go to the Office of the Children’s
Guardian website to update your details and renew your
check – www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check

2 May, 2021
BICENTENARY MASS TO HONOUR ARRIVAL OF FIRST
PRIESTS IN AUSTRALIA
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is celebrating a Mass at St
Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday, 9 May 2021 at 10.30am to
mark the 200th Anniversary of the arrival of the first official
Priests to Australia, Fr John Joseph Therry and Fr Philip
Conolly. All welcome.
LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS IN A COVID WORLD:
Renewal not Restoration
Hosted by ACU’s Centre for Liturgy.
Guest Speaker: Mons. Kevin Irwin, Catholic University of
America, Theology Faculty
Online registration by 13 May is essential:
www.acu.edu.au/PublicLectureCfl
A Zoom link will be provided to those who register.
OPEN DAY AT OUR LADY’S NURSES FOR THE POOR
- Sunday 2 May
To mark the Centenary of the Death of Servant of God
Eileen O’Connor throughout 2021, Our Lady’s Nurses for the
Poor is holding monthly open days where pilgrims can pray
before Eileen’s tomb, hear a talk from historian Jocelyn Hedley,
visit the museum and celebrate Mass with the Sisters.
The open day begins with a welcome at 10:45am and concludes
with a Mass to be celebrated by Fr Gary Perritt OP at 12:30pm.
Attendance is limited to 30 people due to COVID-19
restrictions and you must register online here:
https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/eileenoconnor/open
day/Site/Register
VOCATIONS WEEKEND WITH THE MGL SISTERS: 14-16 May
The Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters invite young women
(18-35) to a vocations weekend of prayer, input, sisterhood
and sharing. This weekend is aimed at helping you discern
your direction in life. RSVP to Therese on 0432 228 250.
THE WORLD APOSTOLATE OF FATIMA (Sydney Archdiocesan
Committee), invite you to our May Celebration in honour
of Our Lady of Fatima, interceding for Peace in the World
and the Welfare of Australia. It will take place in St Mary's
Cathedral on Saturday May 15 commencing at 11.30 am
with entrance procession in the Cathedral. Programme
includes, Litany of Loreto, Consecration, Rosary, concluding
with Holy Mass.
For further enquiries call us on 9984-8988 or Mob.
0403478994.
Our dead - “Lord grant them eternal peace
and joy and to their families and friends
strength and comfort.”
Recently deceased: Terry Cahalan, Patrick Newman, Duke of Edinburgh, Angelo
Vigolo, Shirley Hillman, Cardinal Edward
Cassidy, Lyn Quinn, Fr Michael McCarthy,
Fr Phillip Crotty SJ, Trish McLeod, J Spencer, Greg Borzycki, Fr
Alan Brian Kidger, David Allen, Maureen Anderton.
Anniversaries: Annunziata Severino, Mary Kathleen Rayment.
Our sick- “Lord, grant them and their carers strength and courage”.
Fr John, Chris H, Sheelagh A, Helen Scott, Fr Chris Riley,
Julian Jeffris, Tony Egan, Luca Andreucci, Vasilios
Hatzigeorgalis, Joseph Zhengtiao Han, Caecilia Chuanhua Wu.
LIVESTREAMED MASSES ACROSS THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
The Archdiocese is continuing to publish details online
of parishes which are offering livestreamed Masses
on this webpage: https://www.sydneycatholic.org/
live-masses/

COVID - 19 UPDATE - LATEST NSW GOVERNMENT PUBLIC ORDER
Places of worship are still allowed to have one person per two-square-metres with no maximum cap from 29 March.
Under the current restrictions St Brendan’s can accommodate 120 people and St Michael’s 75 people.
THE QR CODE FOR CHURCHES IS COMPULSORY. To use the QR Code you first need to download the Services NSW
App. Those who do not have a smart phone their names and contact details must be recorded.
WE ASK YOU TO CONTINUE TO
•
REGISTER (to secure a place at Mass and to help us with our numbers) by calling the parish
office - (02) 9550 3707 (Tuesday, Thursday and Friday ) for the 5.30pm Saturday Mass at St
Michael and the 9.30am Sunday Mass at St Brendan’s.
Please note: bookings will close at 3pm on Friday.
Weekday Mass - Details will be taken at the door
• DO NOT ATTEND (even if you have booked) if you are unwell or at high risk due to compromised
immune or respiratory system and those that are over 70 should exercise caution.
• SEAT on pews marked
• PHYSICAL DISTANCING of 1.5m between persons not from the same household
• SANITISE your hands when entering Church.
• OBSERVE good hygiene practices when coughing or sneezing .
• CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS ALLOWED
• MASK WEARING - Is no longer mandatory.
• DO NOT LEAVE the Parish bulletin in Church - take it home
After every service Mass, Funeral, Wedding and Baptism, our Church is cleaned for the
wellbeing of others.
PLEASE DO NOT BECOME COMPLACENT AND MAKE SURE YOU CONTINUE TO BE VIGILANT.
OFFERTORY– Collection plates are still not to be passed around.
We have collection plates at the entrance of the church for your envelopes and cash.
If you wish to have a tax deduction for your donation please fill the form below and placed in one of the collection plates.
We thank you for your kindness and donation.
First Collection is for the Priests . Second Collection is for the running of the Parish.
CONTACTLESS DONATION:
To provide another way to support the parish financially, we have a contactless
donation device in our Churches Simply tap your Visa, MasterCard or
compatible device and donate to our parish, you may tap as many times as you
wish. This will be considered as a general donation. There is no tax
deductibility, receipt or refund available on this donation.
We thank you for your donation.
PLANNED GIVING - 2020/2021 (Tax deduction of 30% of contributions)
How can I donate regularly to help my parish– St Brendan’s
St Michael’s
Please complete this form and place it in the collection basket or email to admin@stbrendan.org.au.
Please indicate:
I wish to contribute to the Parish on a regular basis
Please circle your choice:
Automatic Payment (credit card/ direct debit)
Weekly Envelopes
Mr/Mrs/Miss/s_________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________PCode: ________________
Phone: ____________________ Mob: _____________________Email: ____________________________________
Credit Card Type: _________ Credit Card Number: __________________________________Expiry _____________
Name on Card ____________________________________Monthly Amount: _______________________________
OR: ARRANGE FOR A MONTHLY CREDIT TO THE CHURCH ACCOUNT. Please contact the Parish office for further details.
I would like a tax receipt for the 2020/2021 Planned Giving Weekly Envelope Programme Yes / No

We understand that many are under financial stress, but if you would still like to continue to make a
weekly contribution to financially support our churches and ensure the continuing practical and pastoral
works of the parish it’s grateful appreciated.
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know –
have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 93905810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

