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God promises consolation
These days, it is impossible not to notice the pain, hurt, and tears of people in many parts of
our world. Think of the pain of war: Women, men, and children scurrying to hide in bomb
shelters; innocent lives trapped in burned out or collapsed buildings; and abandoned and
traumatized elderly people without relief amidst the senseless devastation of war.
Or, think of the pain of natural disasters: lives and livelihoods destroyed in raging fires and
floods. The pandemic still causes us pain, the pain of sickness and the sorrow of losing loved
ones. Then there is the pain of simply living. Daily, people across the world wake up to a steady
rise in the cost of living. The poor struggle to survive and parents wonder how to care for their
children.
As we reflect on these experiences, we are reminded of “the time of great distress” in the
second reading from the Book of Revelation. John tells us that the people who are gathered in
the presence of God are those “who have survived the time of great distress.” They have
endured persecution, torment, and tribulation on account of their faith. The good news is that
their survival was not an accident. They survived because God sheltered and protected them.
God did not abandon them to their fate. It is an important lesson to remember that, in times of
trouble, we are always before God—or rather, God always gathers us into God’s presence.
John’s vision of the multitude of people before God’s throne reveals God’s desire for us. God
desires to satisfy our hunger and quench our thirst; God desires to protect us from anything
that would hurt us. Pause and listen to God’s promise: “They will not hunger or thirst anymore,
nor will the sun or any heat strike them.” God will lead them “to springs of life-giving water,
and God will wipe away tears from their eyes.”
As you hear these words, I invite you to reflect: Where is your pain? What hurts are you
carrying in your life? What brings you tears? Your pain, hurt, or tears are not alien to God. Like
the Good Shepherd in today’s Gospel, who knows every sheep by name, God knows your pain,
feels your hurt and sees your tears. For your pain God promises new life; for your hurts God
promises healing; and for your tears God promises consolation.
Wherever we may find ourselves in our lives, Jesus the Good Shepherd desires to shepherd us
beyond our tears, beyond our hurts, from death unto life, from darkness unto light. The Good
Shepherd gives us each day as a time of grace—a time to thrive rather than simply survive—
because we are inheritors of God’s grace. God clothes us in robes of consolation, garments of
comfort, and cloaks of healing. In times of distress, God leads us tenderly to springs of living
water.

Let us rejoice and be glad, for we are God’s great and beloved
multitude from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
A Arabome S.S.S.

CWF MAY PARISH APPEAL
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) May Appeal is happening this
weekend and we need your help. The devastation of the last two
years has especially taken its toll on the most vulnerable in
Sydney: those facing unemployment, homelessness, mental
health concerns, and more. Special envelopes are available at the
entrances of the church. Alternatively, you can learn more and
donate securely at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf. Donations of
$2 or more are tax deductible.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C
Entrance Antiphon
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word
of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.
First Reading: Acts 13:14, 43-52
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
We are now turning to the gentiles.
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they
reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to
synagogue on the sabbath and took their seats.
When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout
converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks
with them Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain
faithful to the grace God had given them.
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to
hear the word of God. When they saw the crowds, the
Jews, prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and
contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul and
Barnabas spoke out boldly, ‘We had to proclaim the
word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it,
since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life,
we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord
commanded us to do when he said: I have made you a
light for the nations, so that my salvation may reach the
ends of the earth.’
It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they
thanked the Lord for his message; all who were
destined for eternal life became believers. Thus the
word of the Lord spread through the whole
countryside.
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women
of the upper classes and the leading men of the city and
persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and
expel them from their territory. So they shook the dust
from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but
the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3
(R.) We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord
with gladness. Come before him, singing for joy. (R.)
Know that he, the Lord, is God. He made us, we belong
to him, we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.)
Indeed, how good is the Lord, eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age. (R.)
Second Reading: Rv 7:9, 14-17
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
The Lamb who is at the throne will be their
shepherd and will lead them to springs of living
water.
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of
people from every nation, race, tribe and language;
they were standing in front of the throne and in front of
the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in
their hands. One of the elders said to me, ‘These are
the people who have been through the great
persecution, and because they have washed their robes
white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in
front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his
sanctuary; and the One who sits on the throne will
spread his tent over them. They will never hunger or
thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will
ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the
throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to

springs of living water; and God will wipe away all tears
from their eyes.’
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my
sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Jn 10:27-30
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I give my sheep eternal life.
Jesus said: ‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my
voice; I know them and they follow me.
I give them eternal life; they will never be lost and no
one will ever steal them from me.
The Father who gave them to me is greater than
anyone, and no one can steal from the Father.
The Father and I are one.’
Communion Antiphon
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for
his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Loving God, we ask you blessings on all mothers.
May they be inspired with your mercy, wisdom, strength
and selfless love.
For new mothers with new responsibilities:
For Expectant mothers, wondering and waiting;
For those who are tired, stressed or depressed;
For those who balance the tasks of work and family;
For those whose children have physical, mental or
emotional disabilities;
For those who raise children on their own;
For those who struggle to feed their children due to
poverty:
For those who have lost a child;
For those who care for the children of others;
For those whose children have left home;
For those whose desire to be a mother has not been
fulfilled.
Bless all mothers, that their love may be deep and
tender, and that they may lead their children to know
and do what is good.

Happy Mother’s Day

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C
The month of May is
referred to as the month
of Mary, in honour of
Our Blessed Mother.
Catholics all over the
world offer up to Mary,
from their hearts, a
fervent and loving homage
of prayer and veneration. In an encyclical
written by Pope Paul VI,
we are told that “the
benefits of God’s mercy
come down to us from
[Mary’s]
throne
in
greater abundance.”, Therefore, this is a special month that
will aid us in overcoming obstacles and receiving strength
amid our current trials.

“I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of

praying the Rosary in the month of May.”

- Pope Francis
The Rosary will be recited, at St Brendan’s, each Sunday
throughout May, at 9:10am, before Mass.
Rosary Roster for May
8 May 2022 - Michael Digges 15 May 2022 - Neill Francis
22 May 2022 - Ira Kowalski
29 May 2022 - Michael Digges
ABORIGINAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
As part of National Reconciliation Week the parish is
holding an Aboriginal weaving workshop. It will be run by
Tegan Murdoch, a contemporary Aboriginal weaver from
the Northern Beaches. The workshop is open to all
interested adults in our parish and school communities.
As Tegan says “bring your community together while
creating a beautiful hand-woven object”.
Date: 21 May 2022. Time: 2pm. Venue: The Parish Centre
(at the rear of the Convent, Collins Street, Annandale).
Cost: $85 per person (this covers all materials)
For more information contact: Fiona McGrath 0412 475 298
Leonie Duck 0412 497 843; Cathie Edlington 0402 384 168
You can find out more about Tegan at
https://ngumpieweaving.com/
REATREAT MORINING - “The Joy of Easter”
Saturday 14 May, - 69 Clarendon Road, Stanmore
Join the Fraternas for prayer, reflection and the opportunity
for confession followed by lunch.
10am Morning tea; 10.30am Rosary; 11am Reflection
12 noon Adoration and confession; 1pm Lunch
JOURNEYING TOWARDS SYNOD 2023
- INVITATION TO PRE-SYNODAL MEETING
You are invited to join Bishop Terry Brady and Bishop Richard
Umbers at the pre-synodal meeting for the Archdiocese to be
held on May 14 at Mary MacKillop Place, Mount Street, North
Sydney at 10am. The meeting will provide an outline of the
diocesan report and conclude with Mass, followed by a light
lunch. Please RSVP to Sr Jo Brady jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org
Please advise of any dietary requirements.
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO STOP THE PROPOSED EUTHANASIA
LEGISLATION!
The NSW Upper House of Parliament is currently examining
the Euthanasia Bill passed by the Lower House – though not
by a large majority. There is still time to persuade Members
of Parliament that the obvious crisis in good aged care this is
not the time for such legislation. Please contact your local
member or members of the Upper House- Please
unanimously reject the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021
(nsw.gov.au) For more background information about the
issues, and the politics, of euthanasia and assisted suicide
search for: Hope Australia
THE SYDNEY ARCHDIOCESE COMMITTEE, OF THE WORLD
APOSTOLATE OF FATIMA invites you to the May Celebration
in St Mary's Cathedral on Saturday 14 May, Honouring our
Lady and intercede for peace in the World and the welfare
of Australia. To commence at 11.30am with entrance
procession (inside the Cathedral) with the Pilgrim Virgin
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima (with the Immaculate
Heart) Rosary, Litany of Loreto and Act of Consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary followed by Holy Mass at Noon.
Further enquiries please contact us on - 0403578994.
ANNUAL MARIAN PILGRIMAGE - Sunday 15 May 2022
Mount Schoenstatt 230 Fairlight Road, Mulgoa NSW
“Mary, perfect model of holiness.”
Program
9.30am Sacrament of Reconciliation available (Family Hall)
10.15am Pilgrims’ Prayer and Welcome
10.30am Pontifical Mass with Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv.
Recommissioning of Pilgrim Mother Coordinators
2.00pm Eucharistic Procession from the valley to the shrine
Alternative program: Anointing of the sick (shrine)
3.00pm Final Benediction
LUNCH – Hot food, tea & Coffee available for sale – or BYO
THIS IS AN OUTDOOR EVENT – PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN
CHAIRS
Enquiries phone: 02 4773 8338 Email: info@schoenstatt.org.au
Website: www.schoenstatt.org.au
SCHOLARSHIP AT THE CATHEDRAL RETURNS FOR 2022
Promoting Catholic Education with Professor Francis
Campbell, Vice Chancellor, University of Notre Dame Australia.
Tuesday 17 May 2022 at 6:00pm-8:30pm
Promoting Catholic Education in today's society means
proposing a view of the human person as a truth-seeker who
thrives in community. Catholic educators have an opportunity
to form virtuous communities where human persons can
thrive because they strive to pursue the truth virtuously. The
real challenge for the Catholic institution is to foster such
community so that the world can witness communities of salt
and light. Register online for this free event:
https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/satc/register/Site/Register
Scholarship at the Cathedral is an initiative of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney in partnership with The Institute for
Ethics and Society of the University of Notre Dame
Australia.

SAFEGUARDING REFRESHER TRAINING FOR PARISH VOLUNTEERS
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within
the Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic
Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher Safeguarding
Training. Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the new Refresher Training via this link
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9 if you wish to complete training online. The Refresher training is
also available via Zoom, dates for the Zoom Refresher Training can be accessed via the 2022 training timetable. Volunteers
will simply need to register their attendance by emailing safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org.

Please remember in
Your Prayers

ROSTERS - ANNANDALE

Our dead - “Lord grant them eternal peace and joy and to
their families and friends strength and comfort.”
Acolyte
Recently deceased: Maria Luchi, Gwyn Butler, Ken Rice.
Anniversaries: Maria and Gaetano Ginex,

Pope.

Readers

Also: Ray Burnheim, Val and Clive Burnheim, James and
Irene McVey, Domenico Badolato, Giuseppe Andreacchio, Welcomers
deceased members of the Dower family.
Altar Group
Our sick- “Lord, grant them and their carers strength and
Counters
courage”.
Michael Tannous, George Esperanza, John Emerald O’Brien .
Tech Ministry
OFFERTORY:
We have collection baskets at the entrances of the church for
your envelopes and cash.
Tap & Go is also available for your donation - this will be
considered as a general donation. There is no tax
deductibility, receipt or refund available on this donation.
First Collection is for the upkeep of the Priests.
Second Collection is for the running of the Church and Parish.
We thank you for your generous donations.

VINNIES FLOOD APPEAL
Vinnies needs your help to assist those affected by heavy
rains and flooding across the state. Vinnies will be
providing food, household goods and other everyday
necessities to people who have been evacuated from
their homes or are impacted by the floods.
Donations to the Vinnies Flood Appeal can be made at
www.vinnies.org.au/nswfloodappeal or by calling 131812

Week (2)
8 May 2022 - This Week

Week (3)
15 May 2022 - Next week

Sunday

Sunday
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P Cook
R Taylor

M Gibbs
H Paton

J Young
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P Cook
J Fraser

Frost Family

N Francis
R Taylor

D Lee
J McNamara

McGrath Family

M Stanley

CATECHISTS URGENTLY
NEEDED
We NEED you!
You can make a difference!
It is a wonderful opportunity
to share your faith and talents
with the young people of our
Parishes.
12 children in Kindergarten and
10 children in Year one are in need of a Catechist.
Classes are on Mondays 1.40pm to 2.20pm at Stanmore
Public School.
What do I need?
A willingness to share your faith life.
A Working With Children Check (WWCC) which we can help
you apply for.
What help will I get?
Support and encouragement from our catechist group
who share your faith interests and goals.
CCD provides practical training courses including compulsory
safeguarding training to help you to develop teaching
skills and to make the best use of your own gifts.
A Teacher’s Manual containing easy to follow lesson plans.
Student Activity Books for each child. Resources to help you
and the students enjoy interesting and creative lessons.

SUPPORT CARITAS UKRAINE APPEAL
The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine
continues to escalate, with more
than 10 million people – nearly a quarter of Ukraine’s
population – now displaced and thousands of civilians have
lost their lives. Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is
on the ground, supporting people in need during this
humanitarian crisis. Your urgent support today will help
provide critical assistance including emergency shelter, food,
clean water, transportation services, and psychological Please contact Mary Cain for more information.
support to people affected by this crisis. Donate today at Mobile: 0403 856 430 or email: marycain5@hotmail.com
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413 toll free .
St Brendan’s Catholic Church
St Michael’s Catholic Church
34 Collins Street, Annandale
69 Clarendon Road, Stanmore
Email: admin@stbrendan.org.au
Website: www.stbrendan.org.au

Parish Staff
Administrator - Fr Matthew Meagher
Sacramental/Liturgy Coordinator - Kelley Daley
Email: sacramental@stbrendan.org.au
Parish Secretary - Zina Pappalardo
Parish Office Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30am to 3.00pm

Baptism Bookings
Please contact the parish for all Baptism enquiries.
Marriage
By appointment only. Six months notice required.
Rosary: The Rosary is recited at St Brendan’s on the last Sunday of
the month, at 9:10am, before Mass.
CRAFT GROUP:
The craft group meets on the first Saturday of the month at 2pm
in the Parish Centre at the rear of the convent at St Brendan’s.
Mass Times This Week

St Michael’s School
Principal: Mrs Allison Travers
Telephone: 9569 7479

Tuesday - 9.00am (Annandale)
Wednesday - (7.00am Annandale)
Thursday - 7.00am (Stanmore)
Friday - 9.00am (Stanmore)
Saturday - 9.00am (Annandale)
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm (Stanmore)
Sunday - 9.30am (Annandale)

CHILDREN’S CORNER
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year C
8 May 2022
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know –
have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 93905810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal
obligation to report crimes to the police.

